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Rounding up a successful 181st Royal Regatta Sailing Week

6" September 2026
Dear Friends of Dartmouth Royal Regatta Sailing Week,

The 181st Port of Dartmouth Royal Regatta Sailing Week was a great success in spite of the
weather in the latter half of the week! Whether you entered as a competitor, helped as a
volunteer or are one of our sponsors, we thank you. And if you didn’t make it this year, we
hope to see you in 2027.

After the heat waves of the summer, we were being asked by the South Hams safety
advisory group to carry out risk assessments for sailing in extreme heat . However we all
now know they were not needed, but the ones for high wind strength ones were! We lost
a couple of days to the high winds - firstly Monday which affected both dinghy regattas,
then we lost the last race of the day in the Yacht Series on Friday as the wind started to
build, and all the Saturday races.

Our entries for yachts, boosted by the GBR IRC Nationals sponsored by North Sails, and the
J109 Nationals, equalled the record level of recent years. The J109s had fourteen entries
for their Nationals with Karaboudjan sailing from Ireland to win. The entries continue to
grow in the Rockfish Junior Dinghy Series which is particularly pleasing as they are the next
generation of sailors coming through. There is a real push for youth sailing happening in
our a sport, with both OneSails and B&G
sponsoring 18-29 year old competitions which had
great take up.

All week, there was a real buzz around the clubs
with live music and good food.

The dinghy regattas kicked off the week with the
Rockfish Juniors sailing just down-river from RDYC
and the Moore Kingston Smith dinghies at
Dittisham. The first two days had ideal conditions
and the juniors managed to get in eight races as
they foresaw Monday being disrupted by high
winds - it was a good call as Monday racing,
including the demo race in front of the South
Embankment, had to be cancelled. But prize giving
went ahead as planned with the competitors _‘
proudly collecting their awards. The dinghies at : ‘ " R 0t courtesy Gareth Thorpe




Dittisham had the Tuesday to catch up
on the series, so they had enough
races to make a sensible series result.
The visiting Thames A-Rater provided
a real spectacle and an unusual sight
off Dittisham.

The Savills Passage Race to bring

yachts round from Torbay to
Dartmouth on Wednesday afternoon
was well supported with 55 yachts
taking part with a brisk wind to bring
them home, and the Savills
MarkSetBot used on the finishing
line. As last year we welcomed the
Passage Race and other competitors
into the Dart with bottles of Hunts
cider which is brewed further up
river. This went down really well —a
big thank you to Hunts Cider.

|Photo courtesy @paulgibbinsphotography baulgibi:mspho(ography‘ e

The four-day yacht series was again well supported with Photo courtesy Ingrid Abery
128 yachts racing over three courses. We continued last
year’s use of MarkSetBot remotely controlled marks
with them used on all three course lines. These marks
are not anchored but hold their position using an
electric motor and GPS a positioning system which
allows quick changes to course layout and minimises
delays in racing. They do not damage the seabed and
help reduce our carbon footprint. The “bots”,
sponsored by Henri-Lloyd, Ancasta Boat Sales, OneSails,
Twisted, Trifork, Haven Knox Johnson, Savills, B&G,
Salcombe Gin, Marlow Ropes, MG-RYA and Electro Jet
were covered with sponsors’ branding.

We were able to race every day apart from Saturday
although we also lost the last race on Friday due to the
high winds. All competitors sailed a mixture off




triangle/sausage and Photo courtesy Ingrid Abery
windward/leeward courses with the
planned Bay Race lost due to the
weather. The RYA recommend a
mixture of courses so that no one type
of boat is either advantaged or
disadvantaged. Racing was close on all
three courses and irrespective of how
you fared on the water, the traditional
Salcombe Gin & Tonic deliveries on the
way back in helped brighten things up
especially when delivered by the sleek
Twisted Marine RIB. The day races were
sponsored by Henri-Lloyd, Ancasta,
Trifork and B&G/Salcombe Gin. Ancasta
presented branded jugs of Dark &
Stormy cocktail to the fleet winners on
their day which went down very easily!
Elaine Again won the IRC Nationals
closely followed by Leon and Standfast.
Karaboudjan won the J109 Nationals.

Photo courtesy Ingrid Abery g - The White Sail and Gaffers events
held on the Saturday and Sunday
were run as Pursuit Races again
this year. This format proved
popular last year and it is great
fun as it is competitive without
the hurly burly of a racing start.
Unfortunately due to the weather
Sunday was the only day they
were able to sail a course around
e - — = ~__ the Eastern Blackstone and some
il T ... . ofthe RDYC marks.

We had the Skyficks drone back this year for the yacht racing, supplemented with a video
camera on the support boat for water level action shots and go-pro cameras on some
boats’ backstays to capture the action in the cockpit. We were also able to place an
intrepid cameraman aboard some boats for more onboard video shots - he certainly had
some exciting rides!. The videos were shared daily on social media, and wonderful stills by
Ingrid Abery were showing back at the clubs which generated a lot of discussion over a
beer or two. Check out our photography page for links and to purchase high definition


https://dartmouthsailingweek.com/photography-2026/

copies. Photos of prizegivings can be found here as well. Continuing our environmental
drive we kept to our wooden trophies manufactured locally using sustainable timber.

Work on next year’s event is already starting and if you have any suggestions on how we
might improve things please drop us a line.

Our regatta must include the last Friday in August, so next year the Bank Holiday will fall at
the end of Regatta week. It will start on Saturday 21st and finish on Sunday 29th to allow
the Bank Holiday Monday for travelling home. This means that the Passage Race will be on
Wednesday and the yacht series will run from Thursday to Sunday.

The 2027 dates are

® Dinghies at Dittisham SC — Sunday 22nd to Wednesday 25th NB to be confirmed

® Junior Dinghies — Saturday 21st to Monday 23rd

e Wednesday 25th for the Passage Race

e Thursday 26th to Sunday 29th August for the Yacht and Dayboat Series Races.

e The Gaffer and White Sail Events will run on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th August.
Thank you once again and we hope you will come and join in the fun next year.
With kind regards,

Peter Boote (Chairman) and the Joint Regatta Sailing Committee

Photo credits: Rockfish Junior Dinghies - Gareth Thorpe. Moore Kingston Smith Dinghies -
Paul Gibbins. Yachts - Ingrid Abery.

Results Photography

Thank you to our sponsors: Please click on the icons to find out more!


https://dartmouthsailingweek.com/results-2/
https://dartmouthsailingweek.com/photography-2026/

Ancasta B&G — ZEEERN

@L@@ﬁ&@"ﬂiﬂ@? Goulden & Sons

Eaven

NOX~- )

Johnston HENRIGZPLLOYD
HUNTS

DEVON CIDER JAM INDUSTRIES

Mariow | MOORE Kingston Smith

NETWORK l

YACHT BROKERS DARTMOUTH one
" |NTERNATIONAL =

SALCOMBE

ROCKFISH GIN savills

tomorrow’s fish are still in the sea

TRIFORK. TWIETED

WESCEM &

GROUP _Eﬁ".-l



https://ancasta.com/yacht-services/
https://www.bandg.com/en-gb/
http://www.darthaven.co.uk/
https://electro-jet.hk/
https://www.gouldenandsons.co.uk/
https://www.havenkj.com/
https://www.henrilloyd.com/sailing-all
https://huntscider.co.uk/
https://jam-industries.co.uk/
https://www.marlowropes.com/
https://mooreks.co.uk/
https://www.networkyachtbrokersdartmouth.com/
https://www.onesails.com/4t-forte/
https://therockfish.co.uk/
https://salcombegin.com/
https://www.savills.co.uk/
https://trifork.com/
https://twistedmarine.com/
https://wescom-group.com/
https://www.zenithmarine.co.uk/

