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181°t Dartmouth Royal Regatta Sailing Week Dinghy Series @ Dittisham SC sponsored
by MOORE Kingston Smith - DAY 1

SHADOWBOXING THE WIND, BIG AND EVEN BIGGER BOATS, AND NAUGHTY SEALS...

Day 1 opened with a heartfelt welcome to all our lovely competitors, especially the lovely
visitors, and the now traditional ceremonial presentation of the local fudge.

This was then followed by the most admirably comprehensive briefing seen at Dittisham for
many a year, replete with wit, candour, enough flags to set even the keenest vexillophile's
heart a flutter, and an onshore buoyage parade.




Apart from the sheer novelty and glamour of having a 27 foot long/43 foot tall Thames
A-Rater joining in the fun, Race 1 went smoothly enough, with most of the 60+ entries
making it to the startline with time to spare, although some certainly cut it fine - don’t be
afraid to leave the beach a little earlier for Day 2!

Possibly the only hiccup was the first comedy capsize of the day as Mr Edwards from
Ranelagh pitchpoled the top of his Solo mast into the Dittisham mud bringing his first race to
a premature and sticky end!

Welcome to Ditsum, Arky

Dittisham then showed its less friendly duplicitous side to our shiny new Race Officer Arky
Wainwright, as the Race 1 NNEly decided to go for a wander through E, NE, SE, ENE, and
all points in between and back again, with poor Arky, the committee boat and the marklayers
diligently following it through its every vicissitude. After an hour or so of feint and counterfeit,
the wind finally appeared to settle, and the PY start ensued - only to be called back due to
yet another massive shift. Grrrr...

By this time the fleet were getting hungry and tetchy, so the lovely committee boat team tried
to mollify them by distributing ginger biscuits to anyone close enough - | never thought that |
could appreciate a soggy, salty ginger nut! Arky was put on a final warning to get the fleet
away, whatever the wind direction, or risk being drummed out of Dittisham for our much
anticipated BBQ being charred to buggery...

Luckily, the wind did settle, back to almost exactly where it started an hour or so ago (sooo
Dittisham), and off we all went for a slightly shorter race, with everyone in extra speedy keen
mode with the smell of burgers & sausages wafting across the course.



Big boat envy...

It must be galling to come all the way down from the Thames with your massive A-Rater, and
then to find that you're not even the biggest boat on the start line! But having pulled off a
stunning port-tack flyer, scything between their smaller PY brethren, Jules, Jono & Mike
were a tad disconcerted to be put about by the much bigger, uglier and starboard Dart
Explorer ferry!

Comedy capsizes 2,3 & 4

For such a mild-mannered day, with safety boat crews basking under-utilised in the sun, it
was surprising that anyone managed to have an upsadaisical moment - but fortunately there
are always a few entertainers in the fleet: Mr Buckel slamdunked a downwind deathroll in
perfect Laser fashion just behind me; Mr Prowse in his D-Zero was sitting so far forward in
the light wind that a slight gust caused him and his boat to trip over its finely chiselled bow;
and the ever comedic Mr Symons managed to roll his Laser over on top of himself - while
blaming it on a passing rogue seal!

So, in spite of all the race officerly tribulations, a great first day’s sailing, and for those
interested in such things, provisional results can be found on the Regatta website.

https://dartmouthsailingweek.com/results-2/

But more importantly, having finally made it off the water and away from fickle winds, the
fleet were greeted by the most marvellous BBQ under the tongs of Terry & Nigel, and the
ever splendid desserts from the DSC Puddings Collective. Thank you to everyone involved
in orchestrating and producing our lovely late lunch - it was hugely appreciated and yummy!

That's all for Day 1....
See you all tomorrow!

Steven and the organising team

[Thanks to Jayne Morris & Jo Poulton for the photos
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