
 

June Update 

26th June 2023 

Dear Friends of Dartmouth Royal Regatta Sailing Week, 

With entries for this year’s regatta coming in steadily and ahead of past years’ numbers thus far, we 

are looking forward to a week of lively competition from 19th to 27th August.  If you haven’t already 

done so, check out this year’s sailing programme, read the Notices of Race and submit your entry 

before the end of July to take advantage of the early bird discount, which is available for all races 

and events.  All entries can be seen at dartmouthsailingweek.com/entries/. 

New for 2023! 

We are always trying to improve our offering to competitors and this year we have a couple of new 

initiatives which we hope you will like.  In the Yacht and Day Sailing Boat Series, on one of the 

courses we will be using the “MarkSetBot” – robotic buoy system which will allow the race officers 

to set and change courses quickly and precisely. The buoys will hold their positions accurately 

without anchors, reducing environmental damage and reliable in deep water. This is a well proven 

system and we have MarkSetBot’s UK partner, Fourth Cape, coming along to ensure everything runs 

smoothly.  

We are delighted that the Association of Service Yacht Clubs have chosen Dartmouth Royal Regatta 

as the inshore event of this year’s Inter-Services Championship. They will be racing in a separate 

class and it is sure to be an exciting competition. 

We can also offer class starts for fleets of 5 boats or more so why not have a word with your class 

association and see if you can muster enough boats for your own series?   

The other initiative is that we will have a professional drone company filming some of the racing – 

both dinghies and yachts – so that you will be able to relive the day’s action on the big screen back in 

the club bar or via our website. It will also be available at selected venues in Dartmouth so that more 

people are able to see the racing in Start Bay, Dittisham and Dartmouth. 

Other News 

This year the White Sail Event will take a slightly different form.  Running on Saturday 26th and 

Sunday 27th, this event offers friendly competition to those who don’t want to race formally and is 

aimed at cruising yachtsmen and those with family crews.  On both days, the boats will follow a fixed 

course around Start Bay which will be announced the previous evening (avoiding the main racing 

areas).  Boats will take their own times, and skippers will need to employ their passage planning 

skills to choose their departure time within a 2-hour window, to take best advantage of the tidal and 

weather conditions. Competitors are encouraged to apply for a RYA YTC handicap (see 

www.swytc.org.uk), but boats without a certificate will be allocated a rating according the best 

estimate of the Chairman in the spirit of the event.  The Gaffer Event will also be running on the 
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same days with a similar format (but with a shorter start window), and we look forward to 

welcoming these traditional craft for competition away from the faster yachts – an OGA T(H)CF 

rating is required. Click here for more details of the White Sail Event and Gaffer Event. 

With best wishes, 

JRSC 

(Joint Regatta Sailing Committee) 

Any queries, please email entries@dartmouthsailingweek.com 
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